Modern Christian Symbolism
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Christmas Symbols
By Rev. Fr. Michel Cheble

Christmas Tree

o evergreen: symbol of eternal life
o tree: biblical reference to cross

Ornaments

o Ornaments in general remind us of all of the beautiful things Jesus did
o Star or Angel on top of tree
A Star of Bethlehem (the one the wise men followed) and Angels who
announced Christ's birth
o Lights
A Jesus is light of the world
o Ball Ornaments
A our world was created by God; the different colors remind us that the
Gospel is for all different nations and peoplegtmnearth
o Tinsel
A Generosity and kindness to the poor

St. Nicholas and Stockings

Saint Nicholas was a wonderful example of how christians should use their faith to help
others. We can follow his example by giving to the poor and showing kindness and
paitence to the elderly and children.

Candy Canes

Candy Cane: Jesus

Hard candy: because jesus is our rock

White: purity

Red stripes: Christ's blood

Green Stripes: everlasting life in Him

Thick stripe: His sacrifice, His death

3 thin stripes: trinity, ouown sacrifices (giving), the lashes Jesus took for our sins
Peppermint: remind us of the spices offered to the christ child, part of hyssop family
(referred to in OT as used for cleansing)

Shape: shepherd's staff, "J" for Jesus
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Xmas

Carols (Songs)

Legend has it that the angels sang the first Christmas Carols the night Jesus was born. In
Christmas carols, even those who areCiatistiandift the Lord's name and sing of his
wonderful birth.

Christmas Plants

Mistletoe
o Peace(Luke 2:14)'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace émmn
whom his favor rests."
Holly
o Because the holly leaf has sharp, pointy edges, the holly plant is used to remind us
of the crown of thorns Jesus wore on his head.rétiderries remind us of the
blood he shed on the cross.
Poinsettias
o Remind us tht Jesus will meet all our needs

Gifts and Wise Men

God sent the perfect gift, in the person of Jesus, to save us. The gift of a baby, in itself, is
nothing more than a nice story to be read on Christmas Eve. It's the power of the death
and resurrectiorhaat the true meaning of the gift becomes clear. (Matthew 28\28) as

the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to diteedis

ransom for manyWe give gifts to honor God's most precious gift of hope for mankind.

Colors of Christmas
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In Christian tradition, these colors take on special meanings:
Red- Christ's blood shed for our sin on the cross. (John 19:34)
Green- Eternal life in Christ. (John 3:1867)

White - The purity of Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Gold - Christ tre Divine(Rev. 3:18)

Silver - Redemption in Christ (Matt. 279

Candles, Lights

Jesus is the Light of the world; also used to 'light the way' for the Christ Child
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Star
1 The star stands for the Star of Bethlehem which led the wise men to the Christ Child
Angels

We should be as the angels and use the holiday season to announce the glory of the birth of
the Christ child

Cards
Christmas cards are an expression of love to those dearest to you.
Bells

Bells remind us that Jesus was the ultimate sacrificeupsins, and the ringing of the bells
at midnight reminds us of the reason he came.

Nutcrackers

1 A German proverb says "God gives us the nuts but we have to break them ourselves".
Nutcrackers remind us that nothing in life should come without hard work.



